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Food Share has distributed 26M
pounds of food in past year

By Christina Cox
christina@theacorn.com

The ripple effect of the pan-
demic can be seen in the endless
rows of cars that line up at Ventura
County’s food pantries each week.
Those in need include residents
from all walks of life, including
teachers and farmworkers.

Many in these lines are re-
turning to the food banks for
help, but even more are visiting
them for the first time.

For Food Share of Ventura
County, a regional hunger-relief
organization, the growing need
is staggering. In the past year, the
nonprofit doubled the number of
people it serves each month and
nearly doubled the pounds of food
it distributes to the community.

“It hit really fast and was
almost immediate that we saw
our lines and need double,” Food
Share CEO Monica White said.
“In the beginning, we weren’t sure
how long it was going to last. . . .
Now we’re looking at a minimum
24-month period beyond this that
we’re going to see this additional
need from everyone who has
been impacted by COVID. The
economic impact runs deep.”

During normal circumstanc-
es, about 1 in 6 residents are
considered food insecure, or
without access to affordable
and nutritious meals. They seek
additional support from organi-
zations like Food Share about
three times per year.

In the past 12 months, though,
the organization saw a large
uptick in continuous need, espe-
cially among families who bore
the brunt of pandemic-related
layoffs in the hospitality and
service sectors. White said that
although people received unem-
ployment benefits or stimulus
checks, much of those subsidies
went to pay for other essentials
like rent and utilities.

“The people we are helping
were already in a precarious
situation financially. If you don’t
have a nest egg to pay for your
rent and your car, the one thing
that can make a difference at the
end of the month is to go visit
a pantry and get food for your
family,” White said. “COVID
furthered that difficult situation,
and it hasn’t gone away.”

To supplement the work of
local pantries, Food Share host-
ed more than 330 emergency
drive-thru food distributions to
provide shelf-safe items, produce
and groceries to residents six
days a week. The agency esti-
mates that it has distributed more
than 26 million pounds of food
in the past year, or the equivalent
of 21.6 million meals, the largest
number in its 43-year history.

The high demand put a strain
on the organization.

When the pandemic first be-
gan and residents rushed to the
store to buy shelf-stable items,
food sourcing became a problem
for the organization, which relies
on supermarkets’ surplus items
to supplement its donations.

“There was almost 50% less
food available to pick up from
stores,” White said.

Food Share also had to can-
cel its two biggest food drives
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BIG LOAD—The need for services provided by Food Share has
increased as residents deal with the economic fallout of COVID-19.

of the year run by the National
Association of Letter Carriers
and ABC7 Los Angeles due
to shelter-in-place guidelines.
White said about 400,000 pounds
of food are usually collected at
those events.

But the agency made do
with donations from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture,
grocery stores and local farmers,
as well as bulk purchases from
wholesalers.

Ventura County provided ad-
ditional funding to Food Share to
cover about 30% of its monthly
purchases.

The California Air National
Guard also stepped in to pack

food boxes and bags for the
nonprofit’s drive-thru distribu-
tions and for locals experiencing
homelessness.

“To have those capable pair
of hands has been a huge piece
of the puzzle,” White said.

As Food Share continues to
support those facing economic
hardships, the agency said it could
use three things from the commu-
nity: money, food and volunteers.

“We need all three things. We
can use your cans, we can use
your dollars and we can use your
hours,” White said. “It’s been a
long, hard year, and we’re just
pleased we’re able to make a
difference in so many lives.”
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(805) 987-0226 :
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www.CamarilloRecycling.com

Don’t Curb it, Don’t Trash it!
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STORE LOCATION
315 ARNEILL ROAD, Units 103 & 105
Hours: Sun 9-4 ¢ Tues-Sat 9 - 5:30

SAVE-A-LIFE THRIFT STORES
FRIDAY, 4-23, SATURDAY, 4-24

& SUNDAY 4-25

TAGGED CLOTHING

50% OFF

Everything Else

(Except Ebay items, which are 20% off)

Online Shopping available! fqﬁ
www.SaveALifeThriftStore.com

“Shopping with
Us Saves Lives!™

:---’ We are qcceptmg Donations

WAREHOUSE LOCATION
1330 FLYNN ROAD, #B & C
Hours: Sun 9-4 ¢ Tues-Sat 9 - 5
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again at the store!

Call for info:

888-876-0605
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- We are your

no-pressure
resource.
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Priscilla Batarse
714.595.6433

priscilla@kpmortgage.com

Equal Housing Lender; NMLS #180-4477. Priscilla NMLS #315352.
Lic by the DBO under the CRMLA. These are brokered loans.

You Pick

the Home

X WE'LL HELP
MAKE IT YOURS.

Finding a home that checks all the
important boxes, both inside and out—
that should be the hard part. That’s why
we make home financing easy so you
can get into your new home and

start enjoying it.

Competitive Variable and Fixed Rate Loans X
Purchase and Refinance Programs X

Easy Online Application 3(

Quick Pre-Approval Process X

Great Homeowners Insurance options.

Apply online at PremierAmerica.com
or visit one of our local branches.

Camarillo | 761 Daily Dr., Ste. 100
Thousand Oaks | 173 N. Moorpark Rd., Ste. C

North Oxnard | 1921 N. Oxnard Blvd.

PREMIER AMERICA

CREDIT UNION

*Rates and terms are subject to loan policies and may change without notice.
Rates subject to credit worthiness, amount of loan, type of property, and loan to
value ratio. Availability of loan and maximum loan amounts vary by state. Certain
restrictions may apply. Please visit PremierAmerica.com for full details. A deposit
of $5 into a Smart Savings account is required to join Premier America Credit
Union. For businesses, a deposit of $250 into a Business Savings account is

required to join Premier America Credit Union. CA Insurance License #0759204.  GR¥SARNAY
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